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HOUSE ORDERS 
POST OFFICE 
INVESTIGATION 


Grievance Committee Named 
To Hear Labor 
Problems 








POSTAL EXPENDITURES 
UNDER FIRE 





All Branches to Be Probed 
During Summer Recess 
of Congress 





Authorization by the 
Representatives for a complete in- 
vestigation into Post Office Depart- 
ment expenditures, deficits, con- 


nance was ordered on June 


The 


him to furnish comprehensive data. 


called for the investigation. 


deficit, laying the greater cause as, 
“reckless and extravagant prices 


offices.” 


former Chairman of the House 


WASHINGTON — (Special) —}| 
House of 


tract mails, buildings, and mainte- 
21. 
House Committee on Post 
Office and Post Roads has called 
upon the Postmaster General for 
all information available on the 
subjects as soon as is practical for 


Rep. Sabath (Dem.) of Chicago 
introduced the resolution which 
He 
charges the Post Office Department 
with an unreasonably increasing 


paid for land and leases of post 


The debate for furnishing funds 
for the investigation was led by a 


| 





VACATION’S OVER— 
NOW THE STORY! 





...to “how was the fish- 
ing?” President Behncke 
says..-“there were so 


many that it was no fun 
catching them!” 


Pilots’ 0. K. of 
Waivers Needed 
In Stabilization 


Regulations Cannot Hold 
Enforcement By 
Laxity 

















The Aeronautics Branch of the 
Department of Commerce is au- 
thorized to issue regulations for 
the supervision and control of 
commercial aviation. Its task is a 
difficult one, primarily because of 
the rapid growth and changing 
needs of the industry. All elements 
affecting safety factors have been 
its most constant and immediate 
concern. All matters affecting 
safety factors are of the gravest 
concern to the Pilot. 


Before the inception of the Air 
Line Pilots Association, the De- 
partment necessarily had to rely 
upon the opinions and recommen- 


dations of certain individual pilots. 
As individuals, naturally, these 


_pbuildings have been reasonable and 


opinions were often colored and 
conflicting which, of course, made 
the Department’s task that much 


Committee on Accounts, Represen- 
tative Underhill (Rep.) of Massa- 
chusetts. The purpose of the reso- 


| IF WE BELIEVE THE OPERATORS! 


FAVORABLE 








i 
| 


...says C. H. Lawrence, 
responsible air transport operators and their employees” .. .advises Capt. 


T. B. Doe, 


port business”. ..and MacCracken, 


camaraderie and an understanding 
bringing about results....” 





harmonious relations exist between the 


".. have not any employer-employee problems at present, 
because we are all pulling together and trying to establish this air trans- 
.. best proof of the progress that 
is being made in safety in air transportation is the fact that the insur- 
ance companies...are constantly reducing their preriiums...there is a 


Ho-hum! 


REPORT GIVEN 
OCEANIC BILL 


Senate Committee Approves 
Measure to Develop Air 
Transport Overseas 








CROSSER BILL GETS 
AMENDMENTS 





McNary’s Report Brings Bill 
Favorable to All 
Interests 





WASHINGTON — A favorable 
report from the Senate Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce on a Bill to foster inter- 
oceanic mail services marks closing 
chapters of a long drawn battle be- 
tween lighter-than-air interests and 
the heavier-than-air backers. 

A lighter-than-air bill (PILOT, 
June 15 p. 3) passed the House of 
Representatives earlier in the 
month, but did not carry the pro- 


and a common purpose which is 








Picture Pilots 
To Hold Stag’ 





When a woman arranges a stag 
for men it should be unique! 

And that is what is promised by 
Florence Lowe “Pancho” Barnes, 
secretary of the Associated Motion 





more difficult. 
Broader Scope 


Air Line Pilots, through their 
Association, have perfected a 


lution was to determine by investi- 
gation whether mail contracts are 
excessive; whether prices paid in 
the last ten years for post office 


Picture Pilots on the Pacific Coast. 

“The shindig is fraught with 
those details,’ she writes, ‘which 
| remain secrets to all and sundry. 
| But seriously, we have arranged a 


visions fostered by aeroplane inter- 
ests. Original Bills made specific 
conditions which would have been 
solely to the advantage of lighter- 
than-air craft and not to the gen- 
eral advance of oceanic air com- 
merce as it was outwardly stipu- 
lated to expound. 

Introduced in the House by Rep. 
Crosser (H. R. 8681) the Bill car- - 
ried most of the original stipula- 


ALPA Affiliate 
Takes Stand on 
State ‘Air Laws 


Illinois Air -Pilots Protest 
“Unfair” Rules 





Announcement of the first con- 
test against State Aeronautical 





Laws has been made by Presi- 
dent Herman H. Woeltjen of the| 
Illinois Air Pilots Association. The | 


tions made last year. But the Mc- 
Nary Bill, carrying the amend- 
ments it does, marks more than a 
Committee report with changes. It 
carries the compromise agreement 
made outside of Committee hear- 
ings. 

Following the House hearing by 





and contemplated for 


ings is also to be investigated. 


York made the following statement 


Office Committee has just con- 
sidered the Sabath Resolution 
which the House adopted. The 
ICommittee agreed that the Post- 
master General be requested to 
furnish within a reasonable length 


n the resolution in session.” 

| Three days previous to the in- 
troduction of the Sabath Resolu- 
tion the Committee on Post Office 
mnd Post Roads appointed a sub- 
kommittee for the purpose of be- 
coming informed of changes 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 





method of arriving at a consensus | 


Illinois Pilots, an affiliate of the|its Committee on Interstate and 


ascertain actual amounts in nego- 
tiations in cases where payments 
have exceeded ten thousand dollars 
per site or where contracts for 
post office construction exceeded 
one hundred thousand dollars. Con- 
tracts for generating of light, heat, 
and power now under construction 
building 
costs exceed five hundred thousand 
dollars together with the first cost 
and operating costs of light, heat, 
and power for Government build- 


Chairman Mead (Dem.) of New 


for the House Committee on Post 
Office and Post Roads: “The Post 


of time the information asked for 


of opinion which cannot be ob- 
tained by any other method. The 
Pilots can now express their opin- 
ions candidly, constructively and 
collectively. Views can be ex- 
changed and opinions analyzed re- 
sulting in carefully considered con- 
clusions and recommendations. 


Pilots instead of a few conflicting 
opinions from a few individual 
Pilots is now available to the De- 
partment. This should be of tre- 
mendous assistance to it in effect- 
ing additional safety measures. 
Strict observance of the Depart- 
ment’s regulations is so logically 
essential if orderly and consistent 
progress is to be made, that Pilots 
should refuse to be a party to any 
irregularities whatsoever. Observ- 


case in many past instances, and 
this laxity has often been caused 
because strict observance of regu- 
lations would have been contrary 
to certain company practices. 
There is no doubt that with the 
rapidly changing conditions of the 
industry, a certain flexibility is not 
only wise but necessary in order 
that the best interest and develop- 
ment of the industry may be un- 





CONVENTION DATE 
FOR OCTOBER 


Council returns concerning first 
annual convention dates and ex- 
penditures tend to show the date 
0 be set for the first part of Oc- 
ober. 

Headquarters is compiling data 
ith regard to accommodations 
pnd traveling expenses in order to 
etermine better the pro-rata ex- 
‘xpense for each delegate. This 
nformation will be included in 
ouncil mailing program for the 
July meeting. 










hampered. This was particularly so 
in the past when the advisability 
of regulatory steps taken by the 
Department were very much in 
question. 


Waivers 


Certain waivers were also grant- 
ed upon request of certain lines of 
which Pilots fiying those lines 
knew nothing. This, of course, 
minimized the Pilot’s importance 
and naturally resulted in laxity of 
their observance as well as en- 
forcement. 

There is a distinct difference be- 
tween laxity and flexibility. To be 
consistent, the former should be 
eliminated as. much as possible. 








One opinion backed by all the! 


ance of this rule has not been the! 


jiately of any change of address. It 
‘is important to you! 


| get-together which promises to be 
the forerunner of many to come. 

“We want all the members of 
A. L. P. A. who can possibly make 
it to ‘set-in’ our field of fun. 
nen hung out a new latch cord) 





on our door and even put new big | 
| numbers on so there'll be 
| trouble finding us. 
| “Now just take a look at them 
|so’s you’ll remember One 
| Three Five 0,—1350 and 
| there’s the name of the street over 
|there ... see it, G-A-R-F-I-E-L-D? 
| And you can tell by the postmark 
jon this envelope that San Marino, 
Cal. is going to be the scene for 
| our stupendous, million dollar epic! 
) love the way the P. O. depart- 
ment abbreviates California; it re- 
|minds me of a president we once 
| had.) 

‘All to happen on July 9th. 
' “So thar ye be, me lads, the 
| time, the place and make your own 
| reason.” 








When flexibility is desired, it 
should take the form of waivers 
granted to meet changing needs. 
However, a more definite under- 
standing regarding waivers would 
do much to clarify and establish 
the necessity of observing the De- 
partment’s regulations. 

It seems only logical that Pilots 
flying a line should be informed of 
the waivers granted on the line 
they fly and that waivers granted 
meet with their approval. This, in 
reality, is merely a declaration of 
a present Department policy about 
which there seems to be a great 
deal of misunderstanding and 
doubt. 








IMPORTANT NOTICES 





| Notify Headquarters immed- 





AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIA-| 
TION, presented a detailed brief | 
to the Illinois Aeronautics Commis- | 
sion outlining the irregularities and | 
discrepancies in state laws and| 
regulations. 

“We realize the necessity of | 


ed, “and are not in anywise at- 
tempting to disregard the neces- 
sary structure of such a state com- 
mission in our protests. The AIR} 
LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION has 
proven the success to be gained 
from collective representation and 
it is on this theory that we hope to 
reach an element of understanding 
in our state conditions. 

“We propose, through the med-| 
ium of a committee, to advise the | 
state Commission of various irreg- | 
ularities with which we are daily | 
confronted,” he continued, ‘“and| 
on that. premise we have chosen 
from among our membership a 
committee to be present itself be- 
fore the hearing. These are men 
actively engaged in aeronautics 
and are, therefore, qualified to 
testify before the Commission au- 
thoritatively thereby requiring 
recognition by the Commission of 
their testimony.” 

The committee includes E. M.| 
“Matty” Laird, nationally-known 
designer and ‘builder of speed ships. 

This contest on state regulations | 
and the formation of the Illinois 
Air Pilots Association is unreser- 
vedly regarded as distinctly an im- 
portant step in constructive or- 
ganizational work. The Illinois As- 
sociation contends that all state 
regulatory movements of air com- 
merce and aircraft should be basic- 
ally consistent with the Depart- 
ment of Commerce regulations, 
that all appendant rules not be 
enacted or adapted in any way un- 
til given proper endorsement by a 
large group of piloting personnel | 











in that state. id 


Foreign Commerce, lighter-than- 
air exponents, heavier-than-air in- 
terests and the Air Line Pilots 
Association met and agreed upon a 
compromise which would be intro- 
duced for amendment by Senator 
McNary in his report from the 


no|state aviation control in certain | Senate committee. 
|matters,”’ President Woeltjen stat- | 


Senator McNary had introduced 
a similar Bill as was originally 
introduced by Representative Cros- 
ser. During the compromise 
meeting, amendments were made 
to the actual McNary Bill, and to 
expedite matters in the Senate, the 
provisions of the House Bill (H. R. 
8681) were taken and the agreed 
amendments suggested. 

Many provisions of the original 
lighter-than-air Bills were amend- 
ed to include heavier - than - air 
craft. 

The Bill makes three major pro- 
visions to encourage citizens of the 
United States to undertake the de- 
velopment of overseas airship serv- 
ices. First, it authorizes the use of 
airships for the carriage of our 
foreign mails and defines the con- 
ditions governing compensation for 
this service. Second, by applying 
existing maritime laws, the liability 

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 








Initiation Fee laerasead 
By Directors 


The Board of Directors recently 
voted to increase the initiation fee 
of first and reserve pilots an 
amount equal to their respective 
quarterly dues at the beginning of 
the second quarter and each quar- 
ter thereafter until voted other- 
wise. 


Thus incoming members pay an 
amount equal to that paid by the 
Charter members, who have paid 
ues from January 1. 
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IF THE SHOE FITS!.. .! 

Riding along with the benefits of another fellow’s ef-| 

forts is not just the world’s idea of manhood .. . nor is 

passing the buck anything else than an expression of weak- 
ness. 











Chicago, Illinois 








Manhood and strength are both component parts of! 
loyalty! | 

For one to be a part of a profession and not give en-| 
tirely all which is required of him to uphold the dignity of 
that profession and the preservation of its standards, 
shows disloyalty. 

He rides along benefiting 





from what others in his pro-| 


fession have fought for and achieved . . . and he is passing Chairman Mead said: “It was also| mail with the present 5-cent stamp 
|agreed that a meeting of the com-| plus the new 3-cent stamp, he said. 


the buck in programing and achieving the future! | 

As an Association member there are obligations which | 
can not be overlooked. As a member of a profession from) 
which the subsistence of a family is derived there are | 
protective measures for that family to be met. 

The Association headquarters functions as a central) 
medium for the entire membership. Administrative mea-| 
sures call for the expenditure of money. Therefore, any | 
member who benefits from the procedures of his Associa-| 
tion headquarters and does not pay his dues promptly 
seems to be lacking the sterling qualities of manhood. And | 
at the same time he is passing the buck to someone else to 
do for him what his good sense should tell him is his share. 

Nor can he become indignant wher his dues eommit- 
tee reports him as. being a back-slider and a delinquent: 
In all fairness: to those who do their share willingly, | 
promptly and correctly, the mes of delinquents and| 
back-sliders should be made known to the General Mem-' 
bership. 

There are legitimate reasons for falling back in dues 
-... that js recognized. Provisions in the structure of the 
Organization Log are made for such cases, It is the duty 
of the Dues Committee to determine the status of them. 

There is no disgrace in any well founded explanation | 
_.. but no explanation at all, or sheer neglect and disre- 
yard, are traits none of us like to have attached to our 
character. 


| 
} 


from reductions in appropriations, 
requirements of the economy bill, 
administrative policies, and regu- 
lations; actions of air mail con- 
tractors and pilots as well as 
changes in rates of postage and 
changes resulting from legislation 
or regulations issued by the Post- 
master General is to be probed. 
This sub-committee includes: 
James M. Mead (Dem.) N. Y. 
Harry L. Haines (Dem) Penn. 
Thomas G. Durch (Dem.) Vir- 
ginia. 
Martin L. Sweeney (Dem.) Ohio. 
Clyde Kelly (Rep.) Penn. 
David Hogg (Rep.) Ind. 
Issac H. Doutrich (Rep.) Penn. 
Regarding the Post Office and 
Post Roads Committee as a whole, 


mittee be called to be held when 
that information from the Depart- 
It was decided 
that five members will constitute a 
quorum for the purpose of the in- 
vestigation. 


ment is available. 


“During the discussion it was 
developed that it might be possible 
to assign a portion of the individ- 
ual members of the committee and 
that these individual members 
would act as agents of the commit- 
tee in investigating and reporting 
their individual findings to the 
committee. questions relating to 
acquisition of sites, buildings, pow- 
er, heating, lighting, and air mail 
contracts were more fully dis- 
cussed than any other subject. 


“With a view to reduction of the 
expenses of the investigation I am 
going to ascertain the powers of 
the committee as to delegating 
those powers to the 
Under the resolution (Sabath). the 
committee can sit and act during 


individuals. | 


Three-cent Stamps Will Be 
Used in Addition to the 
Regular Five-cent Ones 
Under New Postage Rate. 





By THE UNITED STATES DAILY 


WASHINGTON — Five-cent air 
mail stamps plus 3-cént stamps 
will be used for the new 8-cent air 
mail postage for the first few 
months after increased rates go 
into effect, it was stated orally 
June 25 by Robert C. King, assist- 
|ant superintendent of the Division 


‘of Stamps, Post Office Department. 


| Because of the demand for the 
|8-cent issue, there has not been 
|time to prepare a new 8-cent air 
|mail stamp to be used in place of 
lthe present 5-cent stamp, he ex- 
|plained. Business houses, banks, 
jand other large institutions using 


|air mail regularly are requested to 





| 

| The following additional infor- 
|mation was made available orally 
|by Mr. King and in Department 
records: 

| At present the Department is 
jbusy distributing to postmasters 
{throughout the country allotments 
of the new 3-cent issue, of which 
| 4,000,000,000 have just come, off 
|the presses of the Bureau of En- 


Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 West Sixty-Third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

I want to extend to you my con- 
gratulations and best wishes on 
taking the initial step in forming 
the Air Line Pilots Association. 
The entire workers’ movement, 
I know, welcomes you within ow 
fold. 

Your industry may still be called 
an infant industry, but it is bound 
to expand and will in the course of 
a few years be one of our most im- 
portant means of transportation— 
particularly express transportation. 
That this is true is evidenced by 
the fact that at this session of thx 
Congress of the United States 
more legislative bills were drafted 
affecting aviation than during any 
previous five years. 


There were approximately thirty 
bills introduced affecting every 
branch of aviation, and a number 
of these bills dealt specifically 
with the welfare of the aviators. 

The American Federation of La- 
bor attempts to render assistanc: 
to all: branches of industry in se- 
curing any particular kind of legis- 
lation that affects their trade or 





'graving and Printing. After these 
‘are distributed in time to meet the | 
| first demand, July 6, the Depart- 
'ment will turn its attention.toward | 
designing and issuing the new air | 
mail stamps. It probably will be | 
early Fall before this issue will be | 
ready for distribution. | 
In addition to. the 3-cent issue | 


for use on letters bearing insuffi- | ; 
: |sonal representative who under- 


meet the new | stands and can explain the techni- 
|cal terms of aviation. 

With every good wish for suc- 
cess for you, your associates and 
|aviators generally, I am 


cient postage to 


rates. 


; ‘ ; _ , |the present Congress here or else-|by the end of the year. Two-cent- | 
Who would want to associate or consider himself in where, employ experts, require at-| ers will be used as much as pos-| 


the same brotherhood with one who took all and gave tendance of witnesses, production | sible in parcel-post mailings, and 
| $4 


nothing ? 





CONVENTION ASSEMBLY 


The First Convention Assembly of the Air Line Pilots|House of the Underhill Amend-| 


Association, to be held some time during the early fall, 
may well be regarded as the most important which will 
ever be held. 

It will represent by delegates assembled the voice of | 
every Air Line Pilot in the Association. 

It will represent the first real test of agreement on 
collective representation within the Association’s own 
ranks. | 

There are grave and momentous problems which| 
these delegates will have to settle . 
wil] rest solely the future destiny of the Association. 


of books, papers, and documents 
and take testimony.” 


Following the adaption by the 


ment restricting expenditure for 
the investigation, Representative 
Mead advised the House “The Post 
Office Committee met today and 
initiated the work of an investiga- 
tion and authorized continuance of 


gress. 
‘“‘We have asked the Post Office 
Department to answer statements 


|1-cent stamps will be affixed to 2- 
cent stamped envelopes to exhaust 
the envelope supply, so new 3-cent 
envelopes may be used. 

| All 2-cent stamped envelopes on 
‘hand in post offices. when the new 
\rates go into effect will be made 
javailable for sale by postmasters’ 
| affixing thereto 1-cent stamps. This 
|also shall apply to 2-cent envelopes 


‘the work during the recess of Con- in the hands of the public. 


| This regulation will result in ap- 
|plications from the public for re- 
demption of spoiled embossed 


. and in their hands made in this resolution and when|Stamped envelopes bearing adhe- 
|this is in we will meet to consider |Sive stamps, which are not ordi- 


Structure of A. L. P. A. is of a medium to best actuate | this information. Our Post Office |7@rily redeemable. 


promotional cause and protection of rights. It is composed | Committee does not sponsor this| 


of working details which, when voiced, represents the 

thoughts and contentions of the entire membership. 
Being the first assembly of its kind for the Associa-| 

tion, it of necessity, must be given careful consideration for | 


procedure. | 
Constructed as they are, the various Councils are the| 
direct contact with their own Lines. They represent the} 
individual members on those Lines. It is by this same med- 
ium they represent their members’ majority in things 
National. By the associating of representatives in Con- 
vention, accomplished is the task of knowing what is 
contended by each individual member. They are the Di- 
rectors of the Association . they are the motivating | 
power behind every movement of Headquarters. 

With all this in view, it is not now too early for the 
individual member to make his contentions known to his 
Council. It will mean the various Councils report to Head- 
quarters the desires of the membership. 

Headquarters’ source of majority information of a| 
subject is brought through the Councils .. . and if it is of 
National issue Headquarters (through its board of direc- 
tors) presents the cases in point directly before persons 
concerned. 

Therefore, bring to the attention of your Council mat- 
ters of real importance you feel belong in the discussion 
during the convention. 

Data will be: forwarded, sorted and compiled at 
Headquarters in the earnest hope to present delegates with. 
a comprehensive program for their consideration during 
the Convention. It is also planned that this-data will be in 
the hands of the delegates sufficiently enough in advance 


investigation,” he told the House, 
“but our Committee has agreed to 
have a sub-committee to continue 
with the information and com- 
plaints. This resolution gives us 


In view of the emergency condi- 
|tion involved, the Department has 
decided to authorize postmasters 
to accept spoiled 2-cent: envelopes 
| with 1-cent stamps attached, for 
|redemption at 3 cents each. This 





| The Department expects its sup- | 
ply of regular 2-cent stamps and | 
| stamped envelopes to be exhausted | 


calling, but our small force of leg- 
islative representatives is aug- 
mented by personal representatives 
of most of the large workers’ organ- 
izations, and in the past session of 
Congress the Air Line Pilots As- 
sociation was represented. by Mr. 
Ormsbee. He handled this legisla- 
tion with diligence and intelligence, 


Fraternally yours, 
FRANK MORRISON, 





I wish to acknowledge ‘your let- 
ter of June 21 enclosing a Tem- 
porary Flying Card. I am hoping 
that after a short time TP’ll bi 
carrying an “active” membership. 

Having had what is known as 2 
“taste” of line flying with C. A. M. 
No. 12 for 11 months; it sure gets 
in the blood. 

I always look forward to th 
“Air Line Pilot” as it has all of th: 
sound reasons in the world and | 
read every line. 

Wishing you continued success, 


E. P. EULER, 
(Waiting List). 


| 


Secretary, ' 
American Federation of Labor. 
| 
Pe a gee 
Dear Sirs: 








authority to subpoena witnesses|also applies to 5-cent embossed air 
and intend to carry the mandate | mail envelopes with a 3-cent stamp 
and will of the House. We have | affixed to conform to the new rate. 
many complaints from many sec- Such envelopes will be redeemable 
tions of the country regarding the|at 8 cents each. Postmasters are 
acquisition of ieases, of laws, of |not, however, authorized to accept 
installation of power plants in | for credit envelopes of private 





“To fly West, my friend, is a 
flight we all must take for a 
final check.” 









Iu Constant Memoriam 





some buildings where they may not 


jmanufacture bearing adhesive 











Andert, Paul A.—BAT West 
sete 













be needed.” | stamps. 
: Bigelow, Ed.—Varney 
eee |with Supplements Nos. 1 and 2 Ne 
Staggered Radio in — Which refer to D-5. The schedules| ff © ¥-—Evaington 
. shown in the Bulletin of February Ge , Hal—TWw 
D. of C. Regulations 15 were issued in accordance with ts j : ss “y 
?: replies from air transport -‘com- Hill, George W.—T. A. €. 
panies. As soon as it was learned -—* 


Recent requests by N. A. T. 
pilots for the staggering of radio 


that a staggered system of broad- 







Kelsey, Harold J.—AA South 


radio | cast would be more practicable, the ya hy: 
broadcasts over three of their di-| supplement of May 17 was issued. Lucas, V,—Ludington 
visions brought the following letter| you will note that in general the ses 
3 Malick, F —N 
from Col. Clarence M. Young. broadcast schedules alternate so cE ee ee pee 
“This office is in receipt of ‘‘The that adjacent stations on the same Potter, Norman W.—BAT West 
Air Line Pilot” for June 1, 1932. | airway have five minutes difference e-gientstee 


“In the fourth column of the 
first page it is noted that there is 


in the starting of the schedules. 
“If further information is desir- 








Rousch, Chas. W.—Northwest 


*es 








an article entitled “Weather Radio| ed, it will be a pleasure to furnish | J) ®¥*t- ¥- H.—TAc 
Change sought by N. A. T. Pilots.” |it to you.” Sandblom, J. V.—c-P_ 
For your information, there is at- Very truly yours, eee 


tached a copy of Instruction Bulle- 





to enable them to read and discuss the platform proposed. 


tin D-5 of February 156,’ together 


_/s/ CLARENCE M.: YOUNG, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 








Sharpnack, J. W.—BAT West 
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Common Carrier 


Status Rules In 
Air Law Suits 


Death and Injury ——s 
bility Defined in Reports 





Aeronautical Law, as governed 
by the common law procedure of 
our courts has been, of necessity, 
a matter of concern to Pilots as 
well as Common Carriers. Liability 
of common carrier airlines for in- 
juries or death of passengers, and 
on the position of pilots in cases 
arising out of alleged negligence 
upon the part of pilots or com- 
panies, therefore, carry the prece- 
dent of court rulings on cases 
which may be interpreted as being 
on common basis of cause. 

The following report is based 
upon a study of all the available 
eases of lawsuits resulting from 
the death or injury of passengers 
on scheduled airlines, also similar 
joy-hop cases. Most of the cases 
studied have not gone beyond the 
trial court stage—the decisions 
reached might be upset by appeal 
to a higher court. 

Nevertheless, the conc] usions 
stated can probably be relied upon, 
for the courts in these cases are 
merely applying well-known rules 
of law to a new method of trans- 
portation. 


Conclusions on Law 
1. Scheduled passenger airlines 
are common carriers, and in some 


cases sight-seeing airplane com-/held not to be a common. carrier,|;rjer and was negligent.. Company 


panies are common carriers. 

2... A provision of a ticket con- 
tract stating that a company is not 
a common carrier will be disre- 
garded if it appears from the gen- 
eral nature of a company’s busi- 
ness that it is a-common carrier. 

3. “A provision in a passenger 
ticket issued by a common carrier 
relieving it from liability for neg- 
ligence of its own servants is con- 
trary to public policy and void.” 
This means that such a ticket con- 


tract will not be enforced rather | 


than that the ticket contract is 
illegal. 

4. All persons are liable for in- 
juries caused by their negligence, 
but a common carrier must exer- 
cise an especially high degree of 
care to escape liability for negli- 
gence. 
passengers are insured against all 
risks; they take all the ordinary 
risks of whatever method of travel 
they choose, but are not required 
to take the risk of negligence by 
the carrier or its employees. 

5. Negligence must be proved 
by the injured party, except that 
in certain cases where the mere 
accident itself indicates negligence, 
the carrier is definitely required to 
prove that it was not negligent. 

6. If an employee is placed in a 
sudden emergency through no 
fault of his own or of the carrier, 
an error in judgment will not be 
considered negligence. 

7. From the standpoint of the 
injured passenger, negligence by 
any employee of a carrier is negli- 


gence by the carrier itself. The in- | 


jured party has the option of suing 
either the negligent employee or 
the company, but as a matter of 
fact always sues. the company. 

8. The question of whether 
negligence actually occurred is de- 
cided by a jury, unless both par- 
ties agree to let the judge decide. 

9. If the jury decides that neg- 
ligence occurred, it sets the amount 
of damages, and is supposed to de- 
cide the amount of the damages in 
the light of the monetary injury 
actually sustained by the injured 
party: or his survivors. 


General Considerations 


After all is said and done, these 
cases are decided by juries. 

The pilots could therefore be. of 
considerable importance. -.in . sueh 
cases if they saw fit to take part. 
With their affiliations all over the 
country, they might doe a good deal 
to locate witnesses in particular af- 
fairs, and also many of the mem- 
bers of the Association may be 
called upon to testify. from time to 
time as expert witnesses. 

Expert witnesses are supposed 
to testify to what a skilled pilot 


would have done under certain cir- 
cumstances; such testimony may 
have much weight with a jury. 
This is not to suggest that pilots 
should adapt their testimony to 
meet the needs of the case; but a 
friendly attitude might lead to the 








Aviation Conference 
Found Unnecessary 


Meeting with Manufacturers 





presence of a sympathetic expert 
witness who would otherwise be 
absent. 


The following are abstracts of 
cases on common carriers by air, 
particularly cases involving negli- 
gence of companies, ‘pilots, or 
other employees. From U. S. 
Aviation Reports, 1928-1931. 


North American Accident Insur- 
ance Co., vs. Pitts. Appeal to the 
Supreme Court of Alabama. March 
26, 1925. 1928 U. S. A. R. 178- 
185. 


In this case Mary Pitts was 
killed in a crash of a joy-hopping 
airplane owned and flown by one 
Albert: Whitted. An attempt was 
made to collect on an insurance 
policy which covered travel as a 
passenger of a common carrier. 
The trial court decided in favor of 
Mary Pitts; the case was reversed 
upon appeal, Whitted being held 
net a common carrier, apparently 
on the ground that Whitted only 
flew when he felt like it and never 
carried negroes. < 








Brown vs. Pacific Mutual Life 
|Insurance Co. U. S. Circuit Court 


‘of appeals, Fifth Circuit, Novem- | 


iber 25, 1925. 
186-187: 


' 


1928 U. S. A. R. 


| Another insurance case from the 
| Same crash as (1). Whitted again 


'this time by a federal circuit court. 
| Seaman vs. Curtiss Flying Serv- 
lice... New York trial court case, 
|March 10, 1931. 1931 U. S. A. R. 
| 229-238. 

| Joy-hop death case; negligence 
lof pilot alleged in making a turn 
jat low altitude and low speed un- 
der unfavorable wind and weather 
‘conditions. This case was tried 
| twice, the jury deciding’ in favor 
jof Curtiss both times, but the first 
trial being upset upon appeal. At 
the second trial the common car- 
rier issue was disregarded and the 
case turned on pilot negligence. 


Part of abstract of " charge to 
jury: 


| “It was the duty of the pilot, in 


' 


This does not mean that|oPerating the plane, to conduct; 


‘himself as a reasonably prudent 
| pilot would conduct himself under 
the circumstances disclosed by the 
evidence in the case. If a pilot is 
confronted with a dangerous situa- 
tion not of his own making and 
|there are several courses open to 
|him and he is required to make a 
| quick judgment, the failure to ex- 
| ercise the best possible judgment 
/ would not of itself constitute negli- 
|gence.” (at p. 289). 


Numerous joy-hop cases in which 
the common carrier issue is not 
| raised have been omitted. 


| Conklin and Potts vs. Curtiss 
Flying Service. New Jersey trial 
court case, May 27, 1930. 1930 
U. S. A. R. 188-192. 


| Another joy-hop case; jury gave 
|damages of $15,000; case was not 
appealed; court ruled that Curtiss 
Flying Service was not a common 
|carrier in this case. 


| 
| 





Hagymasi et al., vs. Colonial 
Western Airways. New Jersey trial 
|court case, April 10, 1931. 1931 
|U. S. A. R. 73-108. 


This is the Lou Foote case, and 
seems to be the first time a com- 
pany doing joy-hopping was con- 
sidered a common carrier; the case 
would have been tried on negli- 
gence whether the company was a 
common carrier or not, but a com- 
mor carrier is supposed to exer- 
cise an exceptionally high degree 
of care. ‘ 


Colonial Western was doing 
sight-seeing trips with a tri-motor- 
ed Ford on a regular business 
basis, taking all comers unless 
drunk or obnoxious. On March 17, 
1929, at Newark, Lou Foote took 
off with 15 passengers, 35 mile an 
hour wind, made a low turn, one 
out motor failed, the center motor 
slowed down, and the plane crash- 
ed on a freight train. The passen- 





On Rules to Be Omitted 


The usual annual conference 
with aircraft manufacturers rela- 
tive to projected revisions in the 
airworthiness requirements of air 
commerce regulations for aircraft 
will be omitted this year unless 
there is some unexpected develop- 
ment, according to an announce- 
ment made by Col. Clarence M 
Young, Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Aeronautics. 

“It has not been found neces- 
sary to propose any major changes 
to the regulations this year,” Col. 
Young explained, ‘‘and the Aero- 
nautics Branch believes that the 
few points under consideration are 
of insufficient importance to jus- 
tify the expense to the industry of 
a general conference.” 


The few proposed changes to the 
| regulations that are new being 
|drawn up will be mailed to manu- 
facturers for their comments. The 
manufacturers have been invited 
to forward any criticism that they 
may have, and the Aeronautics 
Branch will welcome discussions 
with them, either by correspond- 
|ence or by direct contact. — (De- 
| partment of Commerce. ) 

| 











|gers were all killed, and Lou Foote 
'was in the hospital for weeks. 

| The heirs of six passengers 
brought suit for damages, alleging 
that company was a common car- 


|denied that it was a common car- 
|rier and denied negligence. The 
|evidence submitted was evidently 
| very confused, also all the log 
books seem to have disappeared. 

; The question of whether com- 
|pany was a common carrier was 
|put up to jury,*but the court de- 
|fined a common carrier in such a 
|way that the company obviously 


experienced and skillful pilot, and 
without any negligence on his part 
encountered fog conditions, and 
that bringing to-bear all his previ- 
ous éxperience and skill he weigh- 
ed the facts and circumstances sur- 
rqunding him and of which he had 
knowledge and decided upon a 
course of action which he tried to 
carry out, that is, to make an 
emergency landing, then his want 
of success would be due to error 
of judgment and not to negligence. 
That is, if he exercised his best 
judgment and if his acts would 
have been approved by competent 
experts.” (at p. 298). 

“The deceased in this case neces- 
sarily took upon himself all the 
usual and ordinary perils incident 
to airplane travel and if you find 
from the evidence that the defend- 
ant exercised all the care, skill and 
diligence required by law as de- 
fined in these instructions and that 
nevertheless the accident occurred, 
the defendant would not be re- 
sponsible therefore, and your ver- 
dict should be for the defendant 


Delinquent Dues 
Payment to Go 
Before Board 


Collection Res pon sibility 
Placed to Councils 
Committees 





There is an old saying that 
nothing is surer than taxes. This 
could also be said of Association 
dues. If not paid, they accumulate, 
and in time assume prohibitive 
proportions. 

The procedure for the collec- 
tion of dues as explained in the 
Organization Log is not our idea. 
It is a tried and proven method, 
used by organizations similar to 
ours. It insures a steady flow of 
money into Headquarters, without 
which it would be impossible to 
function or carry on effectively. 





ccoe Cat p. 36). 
From abstract of the charge: 


its ‘measure of legal liability by a 
clause inserted in a ticket, which 
every passenger is required to 





The procedure is also of benefit to 
the members; we are all prone to 
be lax in the payment of bills, and 


“An airplane company which is | the periodic mailing of statements 
a common carrier, may not change |2d notices tends to remind us of 
jour obligations. 


With the beginning of the third 
quarter, Headquarters has finally 


sign.” (The company apparently | @rrived at the point where the 
admitted that it was a common |™ailing of financial notices can be 
carrier). (at p. 292). jmade in accordance with the By- 

Law vs. Transcontinental Air ~. a oe 
Transport. U. S. District Court, | .)) J Tay — soe tage Esl 
Eastern District of Penna., ime onsequently, fifteen 
11, 1931, 1931 U.S. A. R 205. | 22¥8 ahead of this date notices 
218 4 ee ae ee | were prepared and mailed. These 
| 


; notices listed the third quarterly 
| A federal trial court case. Arose | dues, and all other items of. in- 


from death of Duff C. Law on De-| debtedness as yet unpaid. 

cember 22, 1929, due to accident) Second notices will be mailed 
in landing at Indianapolis. Pilot! July 15, These notices will list all 
was landing in a snowstorm, wind | items unpaid, which from this date 
was very light, landed down wind | on are past due. 

for several reasons, made error in} On July 30 third notices will be 
judgment as to altitude in coming | mailed to all delinquents. These 
in, cut switch in middle of field notices are printed on pink paper, 
while still in air, then turned on/and contain an extract from the 
switch in attempt to take-off and| By-laws pertaining to remittances. 
miake new attempt. Overran the | It is at this point that a member is 
field and hit snow-covered stump, |in bad standing, which means that 





|came within the definition. The 
| jury awarded damages to the vari- 
ous parties’ totalling $89,000; the 
|case may have been appealed. 

|: From the abstract of the charge 
lto the jury: er oe 

juse reasonable care, which in the 
case of 4 common carrier by air 
| means a high degree of care.” 

| “A company which carries pas- 
\sengers on sight-seeing airplane 
|trips for hire and accepts all ap- 





noxious’, by reason of intoxication 
or otherwise, and which had on 
many occasions rejected such per- 
sons, is a common carrier.” 

| “Failure of an aviator to comply 
|with statutory requirements as to 
license, inspection and capacity of 
the aircraft, while not negligence 
per se, (in itself) is negligence if 
|such failure is the proximate cause 
|of the disaster.” 

“Neither the pilot nor the op- 
erator of an airplane is liable for 
results of an error in judgment of 
the pilot when the emergency was 
not caused by negligence.” 

“Testimony that a sharp tura 
with a heavily loaded plane in a 
wind of about 35 miles per hour at 
/an altitude of 150 to 200 feet was 
/not good practice was submitted to 
| jury.” (at p. 73). 

Allison vs. Standard Air Lines. 
U. S. District Court, Southern Di- 
vision, September 19, 1930. 1930 
|U. S. A. R. 292-301. 








|court; seems to be the first airline 
|case. Case arose from the death of 
ore Kelly, a paid passenger riding 
between Los Angeles and Tucson 
on March 30, 1929.° Damages 
claimed on the grounds that de- 
fendant was a common carrier and 
was negligent. The defendant air- 
line denied’ negligence, asserted 
that the accident was due to. un- 
foreseen events, inevitable acci- 
dent, or act of God, and placed a 
ticket contract in evidence. The 
crash happened in an attempted 
landing because of unex pected 
thick fog; all were killed. The jury 
decided in favor of the airline and 
the case was appealed. 

From the charge to the jury: 

“If you should find from the evi- 
dence that the pilot Everitt was an 





: | 
“A carrier of passengers must! 


plicants except those who are ‘ob- | 


A jury trial case in a federal, 


‘killing Law only. Jury awarded |he is deprived of voting privileges. 
| $5,000 of $150,000 asked; the case| A copy of the notice is mailed to 
| was not appealed and the time has |the Council involved. 
jongeene. Becomes Serious 
If payment is not received thirty 
idays following, or August 30, the 
“An air transport company sell-| matter is then serious, and such 
jing tickets generally to the public | member has made himself liable 
| and advertising regular times of | for possible suspension or even the 
operating its planes is a common|more drastic action of expulsion. 
| earrier in spite of a provision in|It is, of course, not expected that 
\the ticket denying that it is a com- any loyal member of ALPA will 
mon carrier.” ‘allow his financial obligations to 
| “A provision in a passenger | his Association to reach this point. 
ticket issued by a common carrier} !" that Council members on the 
relieving it from liability for neg- | Various lines are in constant touch 
ligence of its own servants is con- with members of their lines, the 
trary to public policy and void.” collection of delinquent dues will 

“A common carrier by air is | e ” duty of an appointed sub- 
|bound to exercise the highest ee oe ine ales 

e Association’s Organization 


: ae 
gree of practicable care and dili-| ‘ avg . ‘2 
gence consistent with that mode of | Log age that: - member au- 
transportation, but is not liable for |tomatically becomes sus p ended 
a . from the roster for non-payment 
gusts of wind, sudden snow squalls, fd 1 : ir : 
fogs and rain which come up so | Of dues. Under those provisions, it 
sickiy that neo hemen foresight |= not necessary for recommenda- 
q y : ; -..tion by a Committee for suspen- 
can take precautions against. & - “ P 
on” sion. Each Council Chairman and 
png , . |Council member fly the line. Cer- 
_ “In an action for personal M\tainly, any member of a Council, 
jury ae > an = a if loyal, is not placing himself in a 
dent, the burden is on the plaintiff | position to cause extra work for a 


| 


| flying companion. 


| From the abstract of the charge | 
jto the jury: 





|te prove negligence on the part of 
the plane.” 

| os , : Names Published 
A cage a ae ee oes The non-payment of dues, or 
sumes the risk o en, -| - . . - hoor 
able storms and resulting fenced | CoMnved delinquency in the pay 


landings which involve unusual|"& Of past-due accounts is not 
yin ” |tolerated in other organizations, 


. .|nor can it be tolerated in ALPA. 

Whether negligence by the pilot! Personalities cannot enter into the 
occurred in fact was left to the picture. In social clubs the names 
jury. (at p. 205). |of delinquents are posted on a bul- 

Foot et al., vs. Northwest Air-|letin board for all to see. ALPA 
ways. U. S. District Court, Third has no club lobby for the display- 
Division, April 1930. 1931 U. S.| ing of a bulletin board; but we do 
A. R. 66-72. j have Councils which have jurisdic- 

An injury case; two passengers | tion over its members, and which 
from Chicago to Minneapolis on| have appointed a Dues Collection 
June 24, 1929. On take-off from;Committee for personally contact- 


a turn without sufficient altitude 
and crashed into a bluff. The two 
injured passengers sought damages, 
claiming negligence in various 
ways. Court instructed the jury 
that “it was the duty of the de- 
fendant to exercise the highest de- 
gree of care for the safety of the 
passengers on the plane in ques- 
tion, consistent with the practical 
operation of the plane itself.” (at 
p. 68). The jury awarded damages 
totalling $60,000. 





St. Paul with one motor dead made 
| 


ing each delinquent regarding his 
indebtedness. 

The members of each Dues Col- 
lection Committee are not dealing 
in personalities, but in the cold 
fact that in order to carry on the 
“fight that never ceases”, funds 
are constantly needed. : 

Headquarters’ wishes to point 
out that occasionally members mail 
in their checks on the same day a 
statement is mailed. This crossing 
of mail occurs in any business and 
is, of course, unavoidable. 
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MORE ABQUT 
OCEANIC BILL 


(Continued From Page 1) 

of the owner is defined in such a 
way that insurance rates can be 
estimated. Third, American airship 
owners are permitted to submit for 
approval trade agreements making 
possible co-operation with foreign 
interests. 

The Bill stipulates that the Gov- 
ernment will not be obligated un- 
der any contract to pay for car- 
riage of mail before the expiration 
of three years after the passage of 
the Bill. — 

In order that the airship services 
which are encouraged by the Bill 
may become relatively self-support- 
ing, it is required that mail con- 
tracts can only be made provided 
the airships, in addition to satis- 
factory mail capacity, also carry 4 
“suitable commercial load”’. 

This is a departure from the 
principle adopted in establishing 
the domestic air mail system, in 
which airplanes were first employ- 
ed in carrying mail only. 

The two objectives to be attain- 
ed by requiring a suitable commer- 
cial load are to provide for passen- 
gers and express in the interest of 
our foreign trade, and to allow for 
commercial revenue to bear its 
share of the cost of operation. 

The cost to the Government will 
be the difference between the 
amount paid the carrier in his serv- 
ices and the amount paid by the 
senders of the mail in the form of 
stamps. This difference should tend 
to disappear as the service render- 
ed becomes convenient, and effi- 
cient, according to the House re- 
port on the measure. 


H.R. 8681 
(Report No. 874) 
IN THE SENATE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
June 15 (calendar day, June 17, 
1932 
Read twice and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce 
June 15 (calendar day, June 23), 
1932 
Reported by Mr. McNary, with 
amendments. 
AN ACT 

To develop American air trans- 
port services overseas, to encour- 
age the construction in the United 
States by American capital of 
American airships for use in for- 
eign commerce, and to make cer- 
tain provisions of the maritime law 
applicable to foreign commerce by 
airship. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con- 








| 


in the judgment of the Postmaster 
General satisfactorily perform the 
service required to the best advan- 
tage of the Government consistent 
with the policy declared in section 
1. The airships or other aircraft to 
be employed under such contracts 
shall be American built. The rates 
of compensation for service in the 
transportation of mails under this 
section shall not. exceed the follow- 
ing: Twenty dollars per mile in the 
case of. airships or other aircraft 
capable of carrying at least: ten 
thousand pounds of. mail and. a 
suitable commercial load a distance 
of at least two thousand miles 
without refueling; $10 per mile in 
the case of airships or other air- 
craft not qualified under the fore- 
going specifications but capable of 
carrying at least five thousand 
pounds of mail and a suitable com- 
mercial load a distance of at least 
two thousand miles without refuel- 
ing; and $5 per mile in the case of 
airships or other aircraft not quali- 
fied under either of the foregoing 
specifications but capable of carry- 
ing at least two thousand five hun- 
dred pounds of mail and a suitable 
commercial load‘a distance of at 
least two thousand miles without 
refueling. The type ,and character- 
istics of the airships and other air- 
craft shall be subject to the ap- 
proval of the Postmaster General, 
the Secretary of War, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and the Secre- 
tary af Commerce. 

(b) Airships employed in mail 
service under the provisions of this 
section, upon each departure from 
the United States, shall have the 
following proportion of their per- 
sonnel composed of citizens of the 
United States, to wit: Commencing 
on the inauguration of the first 
airship service under this section, 
at least 60 per centum of the per- 
sonnel shall be citizens of the 
United States. Such percentage 


:shall- be increased as rapidly as 


practicable until the end of the 
fourth year after the commence- 
ment of such service. Thereafter at 
least 90 per centum of the per- 
sonnel shall be citizens of the Unit- 
ed States: Provided, That the 
President may by Executive order 
suspend the application of this sub- 
section for stated periods. 

(c) The Postmaster General 
shall make and issue such rules 
and regulations as may be neces- 
sary to carry out the provisions of 
this section. 

(d) The Postmaster General, the 
Secretary of War, the Secretary of 
the Navy, and the: Secretary of 
Commerce are directed to construe 
this section liberally with a view 
to accomplishing its objects as 





stated in section 1. 
(e) The provisions of this sec- 
tion shall not be held to repeal the 


gress assembled, That the follow-| provisions of the Foreign Air Mail 
ing provisions of the maritime law | Act of March 8, 1928, as amended, 


as now in force are hereby made 
applicable to foreign commerce. by 
American-built airships or other 
aircraft registered under the Air 
Commerce Act of 1926: 

(a) Sections 4281 to 4287, in- 
clusive, of the Revised Statutes 
and section 18 of the Act of June 
26, 1884 (28 Stat. 57), relating to 
the limitation of vessel owners’ 
liability ; and 


(b) Sections 1 to 6, inclusive, | 


of the Act of February 13, 1893 
(27 Stat. 445), commonly known 
as the Harter Act; and 

(c) Section 15 of the Shipping 
Act, 1916, relating to foreign-trade 
agreements. 

See. 2. (a) When in the judg- 
ment of the Postmaster General, 
the Secretary of War, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and the Secre- 
tary of Commerce the policy de- 
clared in section 1 will be promot- 
ed, the Postmaster General is au- 
thorized to enter into contracts for 
the transportation, by airships’ or 
other aircraft registered under the 
Air Commerce Act of 1926, of 
mails of the United States both. 
ways over routes in foreign com- 
merce, and in addition’ thereto, 
mails of foreign countries on the 
outbound or inbound voyages un- 
der arrangements he may make 
with such foreign countries. Such 


eontrols shall be for periods of not. 


more than ten years and shall pro- 
vide for payments for the service 
at fixed rates per mile. The Post- 
master General. is authorized to 
award any such contract to the 
lowest responsible bidder who can 





prescribing the rates to be paid for 
foreign mail service by airplane. 

(f) General average and salvage 
shall be payable with respect to 
airships of the United States en- 
gaged in foreign commerce, their 
cargoes and freights, in accord- 
ance with the maritime law with 
respect to general average and sal- 
vage. 

Sec. 3. (a) As used in this Act 
the term “foreign commerce” 
means commerce between the Unit- 
ed States or possessions or Terri- 
tories of the United States and 
foreign countries, or between. the 
United States and possessions or 
Territories of the United States, 
or between possessions or Territor- 
ies of the United States, or be- 
tween foreign countries; the terms 
“United States’, when used in a 
geographical sense, means the sev- 
eral States and the District of Co- 
lumbia; and the term “possession 
of the United States” shall include 
the Panama Canal Zone. 

(b) No air mail contract made 
pursuant to this Act shall obligate 
the United States to any expendi- 
ture thereunder earlier than three 
years after the approval of this 
Act. 

(c) This Act may be cited as the 
“Merchant Airship and Aircraft 
Act, 1932”. 

Amend the title so as to read: 
“An Act to develop American air 
transport services overseas, to en- 
courage the. construction in the 
United States by American capital 
of American airships or other air- 


craft for use in foreign commerce, | 








CENTURY STRIKE 
BREAKERS: 





The following were in fly- 
ing status as of March 31, 
on Century Air Lines: 

Merle F. Buck 

T. R. Potts 

H. S. Clark 

M. A. Johnson 

E. B. Smith 

Joe James 

E. M. Day, Jr. 

C. H. Reeves 

F. F. Sheltz 

C. W. Childress 

M. P. Knighton 

Sam G. Grebe 


Ennis L. Stewart 
Earl A. Fields 
Geo. E. Halsey 
Ken Oliver 

H. W. Lucas 
Russel Mossman 
Sidney Cleveland 
Theo Graff 

Ira Smalling 
Wiley Moore 

R. T. Roland 

N. L. Sifers 











and to make certain provisions of 
the maritime law applicable to 
foreign commerce by airship.” 





Due to the Senate having chang- 
ed the House Bill as passed, a joint 
committee from the two houses are 
expected to agree upon the making 
of a Law in conformity to the 
amendments reported by Senator 
McNary. Any possibility to the con- 
trary will be objected to by heav- 
ier-than-air operators interested in 
transoceanic development and the 
Air Line Pilots Association. 

Various clauses in the McNary 
bill (S. 717) intraduced into the 
Senate on December 9, 19831, 
pointed definitely to the restriction 
of the Act to Airships. They are: 


* * * 


S. 717 
IN THE SENATE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
December 9, 1931 

Mr. McNary introduced the fol- 
lowing Bill; which was read twice 
and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

* * * 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con- 
gress assembled, That it is neces- 
sary for the national defense and 
for the proper growth of American 
commerce between the United 
States and foreign nations and be- 
tween the United States and its 
Territories and possessions that the 
United States have the 
equipped and most suitable types 
of airships capable of carrying a 
substantial portion of its foreign 
commerce and mails and available 
as a naval or military auxiliary in 
time of war or national emergency, 
built, owned, and operated by citi- 
zens of the United States; and it is 
hereby declared to be the policy 
of. the United States to do what- 
ever may be necessary to develop 
and encourage the building, own- 
ing, and operation of such airships 
by citizens of the United States. 

(b) In the award and interpre- 
tation of the contracts authorized 
in this section, the decision of the 
Postmaster General shall be final 
and not subject to review by any 


officer or tribunal of the United 


States except by the President and 
the Federal courts. 

Sec. 2. (a) When in the judg- 
ment of the Postmaster General, 
the Secretary of War, the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and the Secre- 
tary of Commerce the policy de- 
clared in section 1 will be promot- 
ed, the Postmaster General is au- 
thorized to enter into contracts 
with citizens of the United States, 
as defined in section 9 of the Air 
Commerce Act of 1926, as amend- 
ed, for the transportation of mails 
of the United States by airship 
both ways over routes in foreign 
commerce, and in addition thereto, 
mails of foreign countries on the 
outbound or inbound voyages un- 
der arrangements he may make 
with such foreign countries. Such 
contracts shall be for periods of 
not more than ten:years and shall 
provide for payments for the serv- 


best | 


ice at fixed rates per mile, but in 
no case shall such rate exceed $20 
per mile. The Postmaster General 
is authorized to award any such 
contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder who can in the judgment of 
the Postmaster General satisfac- 
torily perform the service required 
to the best advantage of the Gov- 
ernment consistent with the policy 
declared in section 1. The airships 
to be employed under such con- 
tracts shall be American-built. air- 
ships capable of carrying not less 
than ten thousands pounds of mail 
and a suitable commercial load a 
distance of at least two thousand 
miles without refueling. The type 
and characteristics of the airships 
shall be subject to the approval of 
the’ Postmaster General, the Secre- 
tary of War, the Secretary of the 
Navy, and the Setretary of Com- 
merce. 
x * 

(c) Airships employed in mail 
service*under the provisions of this 
section, upon each departure from 
the United States, shall have the 
following proportion of their per- 
sonnel composed of citizens of the 
United: States, to wit: During the 
first two years following the in- 
auguration of the first service un- 
der this section, 50 per centum 
thereof; during the next two years, 
75 per centum thereof; and there- 
after at least 90 per centum there- 
of: Provided, That the President 
may by Executive order suspend 
the application of this subsection 
for stated periods. 


* * * 


Sec. 19. Whenever in the judg- 
ment of the Secretary of War or 
the Secretary of the Navy it would 
not unduly interfere with the con- 
duct of the military or naval 
forces, respectively, the Secretary 
may authorize the members of such 
forces under their jurisdiction to 
volunteer their services, for such 
periods as the Secretary may from 
time to time prescribe, in connec- 
tion with the operation and/or 
maintenance of any airship of the 
'United States engaged in foreign 
|commerce. When accepted for such 
|service by the operator of the dir- 
| ship, the volunteer may be detailed 
to such service by the appropriate 
Secretary. While in such service 
such volunteer shall receive from 
the Government half pay, exclusive 
of allowances, and such additional 
compensation as may be agreed 
upon by the volunteer and the op- 
erator of the airship. No volunteer 
shall, by reason of such detail, suf- 
fer any loss in military or naval 
grade, rank, or status, or except as 
above provided, in the matter of 
pay and allowances; and such vol- 
unteer, while in such service, shall 
be required to perform only such 
duties as pertain to the operation 
and/or maintenance of the airship. 

Sec. 20. In accordance with the 
provisions of section 5 (c) and (d) 
of the Air Commerce Act of 1926, 
as amended, the Secretary of War 
and the Secretary of the Navy are 
authorized to make any airport un- 
der their respective jurisdictions, 
and facilities, supplies, and serv- 
ices in connection therewith, avail- 
able to domestic air transportation 
companies engaged in foreign com- 
merce by airship, except that com- 
pensation for the use of any such 
airport, and such facilities, sup- 
plies, and services, may be fixed in 
such amount as the Secretary of 
War or the Secretary of the Navy 
deems reasonable, and except that 
any such airport, and facilities, 
supplies, and services in connec- 
tion therewith, may be made avail- 
able until such time as the Secre- 
tary of War or the Secretary of 
the Navy finds that a suitable air- 
port operated by private enter- 
prise has become available. All 
amounts received under this sec- 
tion shall be covered into the 
Treasury; but that part of such 
amounts which; in the judgment of 
the Secretary of War or the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, as the case 
may be, is equivalent to the cost 
of the facilities, supplies, and serv- 
ices furnished, including the use of 
the airport, shall be credited to any 
appropriation from which such cost 
is paid and the balance, if any, 
shall be credited to miscellaneous 
receipts. 





xk * 
Sec. 22. This Act may be cited 

as the “Merchant Airship’ Act, 

1931”, ae 








Aircraft Sales 
Show 47% Drop 
For Year 1931 


34.4% Decrease in Wage 
Earners With 30.9% 
In Wages 








While a 47% decrease of 
aircraft and parts manufac- 
tured during 1931 is report- 
ed by the Department of 
Commerce, they also an- 
nounce that a greater de- 
crease is shown in the cost 
of material, fuel and pur- 
chased electric power. 

A report covering 87 fac- 
tories engaged in aircraft 
manufacture shows. sales 
amounting to $34,876,189, 
f. o. b. factory against the 
$65,780,200 reported by 132 
factories in 1929. 

Components 

The following information 
shows the break-down of the 
total figure: 2308 airplanes 
valued at $17,687,467; 119 
seaplanes and amphibians 
valued at $4,508,977; para- 
chutes, props and pontoons, 
$1,320,142; parts of engines 
made for sale as such, $9,- 
130,233. 

A decrease of 34.4% is 
shown to exist in the ranks 
of wage earners of the in- 
dustry to 9,643. Wages 
dropped 30.9% to $15,143,- 
297. 

However, the man u fac- 
turers only decreased their 
added value 39.5%, a total 
of $26,497,336. 

A total of $12,800,938 was 
put into material, fuel and 
power showing a decline of 
53.2%. 


NOTICE FROM COMMITTEE 
ON MILITARY AFFILIATIONS 








The Committee on Military affil- 
iations desires to bring to the at- 
tention of the membership that 
many have not returned the Mili- 
tary Affiliations questionnaire. 

Regardless of any affiliation, or 
if none, the Committee needs that 


information. Should a member not 
desire for an affiliation that infor- 
mation should also be available. 





Editor’s Note: 


Forced landings and experi- 
ences beyond the ordinary Line 
flying are vital news interest. 
They constitute just as great a 
news value as the drastic facts 
surrounding a crash. 


In an effort to properly tell 
the people of this country of 
the rigid requirements for cap- 
abilities, it would be well to do 
so through the medium of tell- 
ing a true story. 

The Aviation News Service is 
equipped to take the facts sub- 
mitted by the pilots and “work” 
them inte acceptable and read- 
able material for newspaper 
publication. This service is the 
news dissemination medium of 
the Air Line Pilots Association. 

Any pilot whose daily experi- 
ence brings to light any of the 
romances of the air or their 
counterpart, its haz ards, we 
would appreciate his advising us 
of the facts. 

The essentials comprise: 
WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN 
and WHY. Added to the WHO 
involving the pilot, let us know 
the WHO regarding the passen- 











gers; their names and addresses. 
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